Dear Parents and Carers.
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas break!
This term we will continue to do PE on Wednesdays and Fridays. Homework days will stay the same – it will be issued on a Friday and should be returned on a Wednesday.
Please ensure your child brings their reading books to school every day so they are ready for use in class. Please could you also ensure that any extra equipment your child requires, for example, glasses, are brought to school each day. Thank you.
In English we will be reading The Moon Dragons, The Sound Collector and Tell Me a Dragon. We will be creating character descriptions, using dialogue and looking at poetic devices.
In maths we will be looking at multiplication and division followed by length and perimeter. There are free resources on the White Rose Maths website for you to support your child. Please feel free to contact me for further information. 
In addition, we will begin to use Times Tables Rockstars shortly, further information will follow.
Our topic lessons this term will be as follows:
Geography - Rocks, Relics and Rumbles
In the Rocks, Relics and Rumbles project, we will be learning about the different layers of the Earth, including plate tectonics and their potential effects on the Earth's surface. We will be investigating different types of rock to learn about their uses and properties as well as learning about soil and fossils, including learning about the work of Mary Anning. 
Alongside this we will be using maps to learn about the lines of latitude and longitude and a compass to learn about the cardinal and intercardinal points. As well as learning about volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis and the long and short-term consequences that these can have.

Art & Design and Design and Technology
Ammonite – we will be learning about artistic techniques used in sketching, printmaking and sculpture.
Making it Move- we will be investigating cam mechanisms. The children will experiment with different shaped cams before designing, making and evaluating a child's automaton toy.

Science - Forces and Magnets
In the Forces and Magnets project, your child will learn what forces are and what they do. This will include pushing and pulling forces and sorting different actions into pushes and pulls. We will identify and explain contact forces and will learn about and investigate frictional forces. We will investigate forces needed to carry out everyday tasks using force meters and record their measurements. 
In addition, we will learn about magnetism (a non-contact force) and explore bar magnets, finding out about magnetic attraction, repulsion, magnetic fields and magnetic properties of different objects. We will also learn about the magnetism of the Earth and how this enables compasses to work, before using this knowledge to make compasses.

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions, queries or concerns.
Mrs Harrison.



