Dear Parents and Carers.
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a lovely Half Term break! 
As we enter the final term of the year, the hard work will continue for both staff and children to ensure our high expectations for learning progress and behaviour are met.
This term we will continue to do PE on Wednesdays and Fridays, Year 4 will also be swimming on a Tuesday morning. Homework days will stay the same – it will be issued on a Friday and should be returned on a Wednesday.
Please ensure your child brings their reading books to school every day so they are ready for use in class. Please could you also ensure that any extra equipment your child requires, for example, glasses, are brought to school each day. Thank you.
In English we will be reading The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and looking at the poem, How Doth the Little Crocodile from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. We will be creating setting descriptions, using dialogue, creating our own portal story and looking at poetic devices.
In maths we will continue to look at decimals followed by money, shape and statistics. There are free resources on the White Rose Maths website for you to support your child. Please feel free to contact me for further information. 
We will continue to use Times Tables Rockstars to increase fluency and recall and to support the Year 4 children in their multiplication check.
Our topic lessons this term will be as follows:
History
In the Emperors and Empires project, we will continue to learn about the growth and decline of the Roman Republic and the Roman Empire. We will find out about the absolute power of the Roman emperors and study the hierarchies of Roman society and the Roman army. We will look in depth at the first invasions of Britain in 55 and 54 BC and the Roman conquest of Britain in AD 43. In addition, we will discover what happened during Boudicca’s rebellion, find out about Hadrian’s Wall and the Romanisation of Britain, and how Christianity came to Britain. We will also investigate the legacy of Roman Britain in our local area.

Art & Design and Design and Technology
Beautiful Botanicals – we will be learning all about botanical art, we will create natural weavings, two-colour prints and beautiful and detailed botanical paintings of fruit.
Mosaic Masters – we will be finding out about the history of mosaics, before focusing on the colours, patterns and themes found in Roman mosaic. We will learn techniques to help us design and make a mosaic border tile. 
Greenhouse -  we will be learning about the purpose, structure and design features of greenhouses, as well as two significant greenhouse designers. We will learn techniques to strengthen structures and use tools safely before using all of our learning to design and construct a mini greenhouse.
Science – light and shadows
In this project we will find out about light and dark. We will investigate the phenomena of reflections and shadows and look for patterns in collected data. In addition, we will find out about risks associated with the sun.
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions, queries or concerns.
Mrs Harrison.



