Dear Parents and Carers.
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a fantastic Summer! 
It’s hard to believe we are about to enter a new school year, as you will see below we are going to be busy! I am really looking forward to us getting started with our new learning journey – both staff and children will be working hard to ensure our high expectations for learning progress and behaviour are consistently achieved.
This term we will continue to do PE on Wednesdays and Fridays, so please ensure your child is in PE kit on these days (beginning this week).
Homework will be issued on a Friday and should be returned on a Wednesday. This will be varied week by week to ensure a balance between English, Maths and Topic and will be based on what we have covered to embed our learning.
Your child will be bringing home a reading book to read at home, please ensure this is returned to school every day so they are ready for use in class. Please could you also ensure that any extra equipment your child requires, for example, glasses, is brought to school each day. Thank you.
In English we will be reading The Lost Happy Endings, working towards creating our own ending, as well The Land of Never Believe where we will be looking at non-chronological reports and how to create our own. We will also be looking at Revolting Rhymes, both in English and in our Reading lessons. In addition to this, we will also be studying fairytales alongside the story of Bill’s New Frock in our morning Reading sessions.
In Maths our focus for this half term will be place value, in which we will be thinking about partitioning, number lines, rounding numbers and Roman Numerals; followed by addition and subtraction. There are free resources on the White Rose Maths website for you to support your child. Please feel free to contact me for further information. 
We will be using Times Tables Rockstars to increase fluency and recall for both year groups and to support the build up to the multiplication check for the year 4 children in June.

Our topic lessons this term will be as follows:
History
We will be learning about Invasion. We will be exploring the effects of the Roman withdrawal as well as the chronology and geography of subsequent invasions. We will then find out about the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings in detail, examining their reasons for invading, their settlements and their everyday life. We will also look at monasteries and the Anglo-Saxon legacy as well as learning about Athelstan, an Anglo-Saxon king, and what happened after his death. Our final piece of learning for this project will be finding out about the Norman invasion of 1066.
Geography
This term we are looking at the Interconnected World. We will be using compasses to plot points on a map, revising four-figure grid references and learning about six-figure grid references to accurately pinpoint features on a map. We will also be identifying the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and aiming to understand the characteristics of a tropical climate. In addition, we will learn about the countries, climates and culture of North and South America as well as identifying significant physical features in the United Kingdom and using our map reading skills to learn about the National Rail network. Finally, to extend this learning, we will explore the development of the canal network in the past and how the use of canals has changed over time before conducting an enquiry to prove a hypothesis and using maps and surveys to gather information and draw conclusions.
Art and Design & Technology
In Art our project is called Contrast and Complement. We will be learning about colour theory by studying the colour wheel and colour mixing. We will be exploring tertiary colours, warm and cool colours, complementary colours and analogous colours, and how artists use colour in their artwork.
In D&T our focus is food. We will be thinking about fresh food and good food as well as learning about food decay and preservation. We will be discovering information relating to key inventions in food preservation and packaging, before making examples. Finally, we will prepare, package and evaluate a healthy snack.
Science.
Our science project is Food and the Digestive System. In this we will revisit the meaning of scientific vocabulary, including producer, consumer, carnivore, herbivore, omnivore, predator and prey. We will learn about the features of ecosystems and the meaning of new terminology, including 'biotic', which means living, and 'abiotic', which means non-living. Alongside this we will research an ecosystem and use the information gathered in future lessons.We will also learn about two scientific diagrams, a food chain and a food web, finding out what these diagrams are and what they show: discussing the similarities and differences between food chains and food webs and sketch examples. We will revisit the word 'interdependence' and its meaning and discuss how living things depend on biotic and abiotic features of ecosystems for their survival before discussing the challenges different ecosystems face from human activities such as pollution or natural events such as deforestation. 
Finally, we will learn about the digestive system of humans, naming the digestive organs, describing their functions and finding out what happens to the food they eat as well as learning the names and functions of the four types of human teeth and identifying the differences between the teeth of carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. We will complete our learning by creating and carrying out an investigation into the effectiveness of fluoride toothpaste.
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions, queries or concerns.
Mrs Harrison.
