Dear Parents and Carers.
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a lovely half-term break! 
It’s been a really busy start to the term, we’re already well into week two and working hard to ensure our high expectations for learning progress and behaviour are being achieved. This week and next week, your child will be completing assessments to check learning so far and to inform our next steps.
We will be continuing to do PE on Wednesdays and Fridays, so please ensure your child is in PE kit on these days (with the exception of the 14th November as this is school photograph day). For the safety of your child in PE, children with long hair should have it tied back and any earrings should be removed prior to school or, if this is not possible, they will be covered with medical tape for the PE session
Homework will be issued on a Friday and should be returned on a Wednesday. This will continue to be varied week by week to ensure a balance between English, Maths and Topic and will be based on what we have covered to embed our learning.
Could I please ask that you remind your child to check they have everything needed for the day, including a coat! Reading books will come home everyday to be shared, please make sure they are returned to school everyday so we can use them in class.
In English we will be reading Arthur and the Golden Rope, working on creating our own characters and setting for a mythical story. We will then use the text to create a set of instructions for escaping from or destroying a mythical beast. In our reading sessions we will be studying Goldilocks but in the form of an alternative poem by Roald Dahl. We will be spending time discussing our reading and answering questions to ensure a good understanding of what has been read.
In Maths, we have just finished our addition and subtraction block and have begun learning about multiplication and division – practice of times tables will be really beneficial for your child.. There are free resources on the White Rose Maths website for you to support your child. Please feel free to contact me for further information. 
Maths mastery sessions will take place everyday focusing on times tables and we will continue to use Times Tables Rockstars to increase fluency and recall for both year groups.
Our topic lessons this term will be as follows:
History
We will continue to learn about Invasion. We have explored the effects of the Roman withdrawal and have found out about the Anglo-Saxons. We are now learning about the Vikings and will be examining their reasons for invading, their settlements and their everyday life. 
Geography
This term we are looking at the Interconnected World. We have begun the term learning about the countries, climates and culture of North and South America as well as identifying significant physical features in the United Kingdom and using our map reading skills to learn about the National Rail network. Finally, to extend this learning, we will explore the development of the canal network in the past and how the use of canals has changed over time before conducting an enquiry to prove a hypothesis and using maps and surveys to gather information and draw conclusions.
Art and Design & Technology
In D&T our focus has been food. Our final piece of learning will be to prepare, package and evaluate a healthy snack.
In Art we will be studying warp and weft – looking at the artform of weaving and how it has developed over time, including the materials and techniques required to create woven patterns and products.
Science.
Our science project this term is Sound. We will be learning about sound, how sound is made and how sound travels as vibrations through a medium to the ear. We will learn about pitch and volume and find out how both can be changed as well as learning the key terminology relating to sound and measurement.

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions, queries or concerns.
Mrs Harrison.
