Dear Parents and Carers.
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a super Christmas break! 
I can’t believe we are at the start of not only a new term but also a new year and beginning week two - already working hard to ensure our high learning and behaviour expectations are being met.
PE sessions will continue to take place on Wednesdays and Fridays so please ensure your child is in PE kit on these days. For the safety of your child in PE, children with long hair should have it tied back and any earrings should be removed prior to school or, if this is not possible, they will be covered with medical tape for the PE session.
Homework will continue to be issued on a Friday and should be returned on a Wednesday. This will continue to be varied week by week to ensure a balance between English, Maths and Topic and will be based on what we have covered to embed our learning. In addition, your child will carry on bringing home handwriting practice as this is an area of focus currently across the school.
Could I please ask that you remind your child to check they have everything needed for the day, including a coat! Reading books will come home to be shared each evening, please make sure they are returned to school every day so we can use them in class.
In English we will be reading Charlotte’s web and will be thinking about how dialogue is used in certain narratives. We will then create our own dialogue scene, including characters and setting before working on our editing skills to correct and improve our work. In our reading sessions we have almost finished reading The Hundred Mile an Hour Dog, which the children have been really enjoying. We have studied the characters, created questions, answered questions and will now be discussing what we think of the conclusion. Our next text will be the Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith, followed by a poetry focus looking at The Owl and the Pussycat.
In Maths, we have almost finished a second multiplication and division block, looking at calculations with exchanges and remainders. After that, we will move on to looking at Length and Perimeter. Please continue to encourage your child to practice their times tables too increase fluency and confidence. There are free resources on the White Rose Maths website for you to support your child with maths learning. Please feel free to contact me for further information. 
Maths mastery sessions will take place every day focusing on times tables and we will continue to use Times Tables Rockstars to increase fluency and recall for both year groups.
Our topic lessons this term will be as follows:
Geography
This term we are looking at the Mountains and Rivers. We have begun the term learning about river sources and have learned some of the key terms we will need to use. We will learn about the characteristics and physical processes of rivers, including how they shape the landscape over time, their significance around the world and the impact of flooding. We will also learn how to use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and a key to locate and plot geographical places and features on a map, as well as how contour lines are used to show the topography of an area. We will then have the opportunity to learn about the stages of the water cycle and about mountains and their different formations, studying mountain ranges in the United Kingdom and around the world. We hope to have a visit from an explorer at some point during the term to enhance the children’s learning. Finally, we will learn about habitats and how human and natural influences can have an impact on the environment. 
Art and Design & Technology
Our project this term is Vista. We will be learning about the techniques that artists use when composing landscape images, such as colour and atmosphere. We will also revisit warm and cool colours alongside the colour wheel to consolidate our previous learning.
After this, we will look at Animal art. This project teaches children about the historical and cultural portrayal of animals in art. We will study the visual qualities of animals through sketching, printmaking and clay modelling.
In D&T we will be looking at functional and fancy fabrics, learning about home furnishings and the significant designer William Morris. We will learn techniques for decorating fabric, including block printing, hemming and embroidery and use them to design and make a fabric sample.
Science.
In the States of Matter project, we will learn how to identify and classify solids, liquids and gases. We will learn the properties of solids, liquids and gases and discover that some materials have properties of more than one state. We will be discovering that particles make up all matter and how their arrangement determines whether the material is a solid, liquid or gas. We will find that materials can change from one state to another and learn about how materials can change state. In addition, we will be using thermometers to measure the temperature of water and observe what happens when water changes state, alongside investigating melting ice and recording data on graphs. Finally, we will learn about melting and boiling points, researching various materials' melting and boiling points.
After this, we will move on to grouping and classifying where we will learn why we sort and group things and the important classification skills of observing and questioning. We will learn what classification keys are and how they identify living things. Following this, we will look at the characteristics of the five vertebrate groups and the six main invertebrate groups and will learn how to identify vascular and non-vascular plants and sort vascular plants into the three main groups. We will also examine and classify real plants and create a classification key based on their observations and will learn about some newly discovered plants and animals and use a classification key to classify each discovery. 
The above topic areas will continue up until Easter.
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions, queries or concerns.
Mrs Harrison.
