Dear Parents and Carers.
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a lovely Easter break! 
I am still blown away by the excellent job the children did retelling the Easter story, they were fantastic. However, we are now into the penultimate term of the year ready to work hard and meet the high expectations set throughout our school.
PE sessions will continue to take place on Wednesdays and Fridays so please ensure your child is in PE kit on these days. For the safety of your child in PE, children with long hair should have it tied back and any earrings should be removed prior to school or, if this is not possible, they will be covered with medical tape for the PE session. In PE this term the children will be playing cricket and rounders, learning both new skills and finding out the rules of both games.
Homework will continue to be issued on a Friday and should be returned on a Wednesday. This will continue to be varied week by week to ensure a balance between English, Maths and Topic and will be based on what we have covered to embed our learning. 
Thank you for encouraging your child to bring all the equipment they need as well as reading books into school every day; this saves valuable time in class and means everyone is ready and able to learn.
In English we will be reading Cinderella of the Nile to develop understanding of adventure stories. We will then create our own middle part of the story focusing on the adventure or ‘problem’ part of the story. After this we will be looking at Westlandia and will be working on creating a leaflet designed to persuade readers to visit.  In our reading sessions we have almost finished reading Charlotte’s Web and will be moving on to The Lost Words to take us up to half term. We have focused lots of attention on  answering questions to develop comprehension skills as well as creating character profiles, hot seating characters and discussing words in context.
In Maths, we are looking at time currently before moving on to fractions and decimals. Please continue to encourage times tables practice to develop fluency and confidence. All children have a TT Rockstars log in but any times tables practice is worthwhile. There are free resources on the White Rose Maths website for you to support your child with maths learning. Please feel free to contact me for further information. 
Our topic lessons this term will be as follows:
History
We will be studying Ancient Civilisations. We will be learning about three of the earliest civilisations in the world; ancient Sumer, ancient Egypt and the Indus Valley civilisation. 
We will look at the ancient Sumerian and ancient Egyptian civilisation in greater depth, to find out how they developed and what skills they used to survive. We will discover important inventions and learn how cities grew over time. We will find out about the lives of people in society, including the roles of kings and pharaohs, before identifying the similarities and differences between the two civilisations.
The children will then investigate the Indus Valley civilisation independently, exploring sources of evidence about the location of the Indus Valley, cities and trade, discussing why historians know less about the Indus Valley than other ancient civilisations. Finally, we will look at the causes and consequences of each civilisation’s decline and decide whether or not these civilisations left a lasting legacy.
Art and Design & Technology
In Art, we will be looking at Statues, Statuettes and Figurines, learning about the 3-D representation of the human form. This ties in with our history topic as we will study examples from ancient civilisations, using clay skills to create a Sumer-style figurine.
After this, we will be studying Islamic Art. We will be making and using geometric patterns and motifs on paper, with fabric and in clay. The final aim will be to create a high relief clay tile, decorated with geometric patterns.
In D&T, we will be continuing to look at functional and fancy fabrics, having learned about home furnishings and the significant designer William Morris. We will learn techniques for decorating fabric, including block printing, hemming and embroidery and use them to design and make a fabric sample.
The second D& T project will be Tomb Builders where we will study simple machines, including wheels, axles, inclined planes, pulleys and levers, exploring how they helped ancient builders to lift and move heavy loads.
Science.
In the Electrical Circuits and Conductors project, we will learn about electrical appliances and safety. We will be constructing simple series circuits and learning the names of their parts and functions, including switches, wires and cells. We will investigate electrical conductors and insulators and identify common features of conductors, alongside learning about programmable devices. Learning will be combined to design and make a nightlight.
The above topic areas will continue up until the Summer.
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions, queries or concerns.
Mrs Harrison.
