Maths Lead

Discussion held with Alison Hul, Laura Warman and Gill Lloyd. 17.06.2021

How does the plan translate into practice? Can you give some examples for each year group?

Alison seemed pleased with the White Rose resource which the school is using. She seemed particularly pleased that it offered help for mixed age classes.  She referred us to the school website which held key documents to show parents how maths is taught and in fact showed me that she has provided a great deal of written support for staff.  She spoke in an excited way about here own maths teaching.  She was keen to make maths exciting and although White Rose provided worksheet resources she was not keen on using these as they tended to be less interesting than other strategies.   

How is progress of all children being monitored?

Children were assessed at the start of a new topic using the White Rose end of topic assessment questions.  This allowed teachers to diagnose children’s needs and tailor their work accordingly.  At the end of the topic they did the same test again and progress could be monitored.  The school also uses Puma testing to assess pupils in maths 3 times a year.  These tests did not match the White Rose format and children tended to do better on the questions related to the more recent topics.  However, they did provide evidence for what pupils had retained about prior work.  

How are more advanced pupils being supported? 

Here she talked of pupils being offered extension work which improved their mastery of the topic.  This work included problem solving task which she felt were challenging for the more able and were interesting for the children.

How are those experiencing challenges being supported?

She was able to identify children’s needs and would try to find time to work with those children individually or in small groups (Pre-Covid Assembly times would provide such opportunities but currently more difficult). Also some children had SEND support sessions with a TA.  Also the school is currently buying in Tutoring which can be used for this purpose.


What actions have been done this year?

She talked about meeting staff casually and them asking her about how to tackle certain areas.  She talked about interviewing children to see to ask how they were getting on with their maths. Not this year, however.




What are the plans going forward?

She would like to see teachers planning together, delivering and then evaluating together.  

Is there anything else you would like to talk about?

Alison is very concerned about evidencing children’s achievements. She felt that sometimes she was asking them to record things in their books which had been taught in other ways.  

Children’s resilience was not good and she would like to work on this. 



