
 (
Governors’ Visit Report
Subject Leadership
 
)
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Name of Staff involved: Laura Lill
Aim of Visit: 
SDP reference: Ofsted area of interest: Quality of Education
Leadership and Management: LM1: To ensure subjects are led and well managed to deliver high quality education in all curriculum areas


Feedback from visit: 

Reflecting on the school development plan – there is an opportunity going forward to embrace the wider curriculum, including science within future versions of the SDP. The current SDP has a very significant (and understandable) focus on reading, writing and maths.

The main discussion centred around Mrs Lill’s actions to move Science forward this year, her training for the role of Science Lead, the impact of her actions and the next steps.

It was clear from the discussion that science is now more firmly anchored within the planning and delivery of the school year. 

Mrs Lill described attending several STEM sessions which she found very useful preparation for the role.  As a result of this, she has introduced a pre-assessment at the end of each half term and used the findings of these to ensure that lesson planning is giving all pupils the chance to address misconceptions and make progress from their personal starting points.  This change in the way that the subject is planned has had a significant effect in ensuring that pupil knowledge is built upon while any gaps are addressed.

One point which came over strongly, from the STEM training, was that lessons should avoid overuse of pupil writing as this can tend to dominate and hence opportunity for science activities is reduced.  Her observation of one teacher’s lessons before and after this advice showed a major change which benefitted all.  
Mrs Lill has spoken to children extensively about their perceptions of Science lessons and tried to make lessons more pupil friendly. It is clear that the practical aspect of the lessons is engaging and that children are feeling more enthusiasm for the subject.


Mrs Lill talked about “Picture News” and “Science Twig Reports” - online resources that are used within school to inform, educate and bring about debate on current affairs and science. Science topics are often in the news – for example inventions, discoveries and research. Mrs Lill is focussed on ensuring that relevant current affairs are incorporated into lessons. 

Science (along with a range of others subjects) does no come under the same rigorous testing as Maths and English. Instead Mrs Lill described how progress was checked through quizzes and class discussion.

Next steps
Update the library books
Check over the resources make sure they work before teacher need them.
Have an interactive science day with links to how science impacts on the jobs that parents do. We talked about Farming Day as an example
Careers work focus on 2 jobs related to science per half term


Areas for clarification: would school consider the schools challenge hosted by the Lincolnshire Agricultural Society, which has a significant STEM focus, as a way of increasing the profile of STEM further?

Siams: Were there any issues which could be used to evidence the Core question: How effective is the school’s distinctive Christian vision, developed and promoted by leaders at all levels, in enabling pupils and adults to flourish? This was not an area that we discussed.


Health and Safety Issues (if any): none

Safeguarding Issues (if any): none

Behaviour of Pupils: no direct contact with pupils on this visit
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