Governor Monitoring Visit. SATs.

I visited the school on 11th May 2023 to monitor the delivery of the SATs exams that day.
Pat Eccles, a Monitoring Officer from the Local Authority made an unannounced inspection of our SATs systems on the morning of Tuesday 9th May and considered our process secure and well organised. The Inspector looked at our file of requests for extra help during SATs for certain students and was impressed with the file. The high number of students that the school currently has with additional need had prompted the visit and inspection to check that the requests were entirely necessary.
On the day I visited I watched the Head and Business Manager unlock the secure file where the SATs papers were being held. I watched whilst the envelope containing the papers was opened and how they were held prior to being given to the students.
Eight pupils sat their Mathematics papers. Part one began at 9am followed later in the morning by part two. Paper one lasted 30 minutes for three pupils and 40 minutes for the remaining five. Paper two lasted for 40 minutes with extra time for the five students who needed it. 
Three pupils sat in the hall to take their papers and five students were sitting in other areas of the school away from any other class or pupils. The three pupils in the hall had two people monitoring them during the whole exam period. The other five pupils were accompanied by a responsible adult whilst they completed their paper. Each of the five children who were sitting separately had educational needs that required a support person with them. This could be because they were slow readers, had SEND assessments or had behavioural issues. Each of these children had had a request made for extra time to complete their papers, with supporting evidence to demonstrate their additional needs. The requests had been independently scrutinised in depth before permission had been granted for the children to have the extra time or support necessary to sit the Sat papers. The paperwork for this special treatment was filed and produced for the Inspectors who commended their thoroughness.
I could see that all the pupils were calm and confident prior to their exam. They wished each other good luck and were swift to congratulate each other at the end of each exam. They were quiet and well behaved and did not seem fazed by the experience. This confirmed the amount of work done by their teacher and the school to properly prepare the pupils before their SATs. None seemed overwhelmed by the process, another credit to the school for placing the SATs into the proper perspective for them. 
It was hardly surprising that the break time between exams involved slightly more excitable behaviour and the eating of chocolate biscuits! 
During the exams the other pupils in the school were very respectful of the process going on and kept quiet when moving around in communal areas close to the exam. I saw several pupils quietly closing doors and walking slowly to avoid any disturbances.
At the end of each exam session I watched whilst the papers were taken away, counted and the outer cover checked before they were put into bags and sealed ready for collection. The bags were placed once again into the secure locked cabinet by the Business Manager. All necessary signatures were obtained before the bags were sealed and stored away.
I was very pleased to see how quickly, quietly and efficiently the whole process went. It was a credit to the pupils and staff. I hope that the remaining tests go the same way.

Lynne Carter 
11th May 2023.
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